- CLASSIFICATION  co NI aR TAT, 4
' _,;Agp-or Rele&NTR1B9 ENCEASRDPS2-00457 ROHB0025

:\,pyf iNFORMIKCONFIRENTIAL .. 25x1A2
25X1A%9a -

COUNTRY Hiddle East : DATE DISTR. 1B August 1948
SURIECT The Arab Lsague's Politiosl Committee NO. OF PAGES 2
Vonlings at Aley, 1ll-18 July -

eiiver 9SO g ran

DATE F SUPPLEMENT To__ 29X1A2g
25X1X6 REPORT NO.

~1. The Arsb League's Political -Comuittes meetings held at Aley, Lebanon; from
=18 July and attended by Prime Ministers Tawfig Abuwal-fhida of Transjordan,
Muzanim Pachachi of Iraq, Riyad Sulh of Lebanon, Jamil lardam of Syria, -
lugrashi Pasha of Egypt, Yusuf Yasin of Saudi Arabia, and by Al1 Mu'ayyid,
Temend. representative to the Arab leagne, were highlighted by the violence
of "thé differences betwesn the Transjordanian and ITraqi Prime lMinisters
over the question of the cease-fire crder in Palestine,

2, During the first meeting of the Committee, Abu~al-Huda stated that King
'Abdallah's government would support the Security Councilts declsion to
cease fire, because the Transjordanian Government was not in a position .
to antagonize the Security Council, and was not prepared to suffer the
conseguent economlic and military sanctions. The Transjordanian Prime
llindster was followed by Pachachi of Iray, who criticized Abu~al-Huda's
statement severely, stating that Iraq could not agree to the cease-fire,
which it regarded as betrayal of Palestine in particular, and of the
Arabs in general, The Iraqi Prime Minister was supported by Jamil Mardam
of Syria, who attacked the Security Couneil, which ho accused of partlality.
Hardam denanded severance of relations of the Arab countries with England and
the United States, and asked that the Arzb eountrles withdraw their
representatives from the United Nations. - Mardam attacked both the
Transjordanian Government, accusing it of delaying the advance of its
army,- and the British, for bringing pressure on the Arsbs to accept )
the truce. The Transjordanian Minister was supported in his stand by the
Fgyptian Prime Minister and by Riyad Sulh, who supported the cease-fire order
with vehemence, and at the same time stated that "the cease-firs does
not mesn acceptance of the Zionist state.” The Saudi Arabian Prime
Iinister stated that he would follow the views of the majoritye

3o After the first neeting was adjourned, Riyad Sulh and a nurber of leading

~ delegates informed the Ragent of Irag, 'Abd=al=I1lah, of Prime Minister
Pachachi's attitude toward the views of the majority. The Regent asked
Pachachi to calm down and to accept the views of the majority, with any
reservation that he deemed necessary. ..
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4. The first meeting of the Political Committce was followed by eight
others,; during which the disagrasements bebtween the two factions, and
partioularly between the Iragi and Transjordanisn members, grew even
more violent, ending with the threatened wallk~out on the part of ths
Tranejordanian Prime Minister, and an attaupted resignation on the
part of the Iragi Prime Ninister. TWhen the Regent of Iraq was
informed of Pachachl's resignatiom, he wired to Aley that the
resignsetion was not accepted arnd that, if Pachachi insisted on

25X1A6a Submitting it, he should return to to do soj however,
Pachachl remained in Aley. Comment, For a different
version of the i Prine T8 a res tion
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5. Tempers wore goaded even farther by the entrance on the scene of
Ha}) Anin Huseynl, the Grand Mnftis who violently attackad King
'Abdallsh as a "British stooge and slave" in a private interview
with the Iraqi Prime Minister, and who encouraged Pachachi to
contimie resisting the cease~fire, adding that his strong stand
might lead the Arsb countries to stand alongside Iraq. When the
coase~fire order finally had been accepted by the Areb representatives,
the Grand Muftl broke into the council room, shouting abuses at’ the
conferees, accusing them of treascn and of conspiring
Palestine in tying the fate of the Arabs of Palestine to the
Hashimite Kingdom of Transjordan. *
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